3 Barriers to Conversion

S u S t a.i n a.b I e A g r i C u I t u re ’ - Only 0.5% of U.S. farmland is certified organic.

Farmers face barriers of cost, knowledge, time,
and effort in converting from conventional to
organic:

Converting Conventional Farmland to

* Three-year transition & certification process
» Costs and risk shifting to new way of farming
» Lack of organic farming system knowledge

» Lack of marketing and infrastructure

L2 - ) & » Lack of scale to capture marketing
Fig. 3. Long -term, side-by-side trials demonstrate that economies
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/. Create "Farmsteads”, where feasible, by
subdividing and selling properly-sized high-

and fertilizer run-off Conventional
* |mproved resilience/food security (Fig. 3)

Farmland Acres 800 million acres 4 million acres (0.5%) 0.013 organic acres income farms with new homes, matching
* Increased food nutrient density (Fig. 4 _ - - | i i
L | y (Fig. 4) Organic Market Share $703 billion $24.6 billion (3.5%) $81.73 spent o_nS|te owner_shlp and m_anagement W.'th the

* Organic price premiums of 50% to 200% o N | higher labor |r_1puts requwec_l for organic
. Higher profit margins of up to 5x by selling Pesticides Used 1.2 billion Ibs in U.S. none 4 |bs per person vegetable or livestock farming

direct to consumers CO2 Sequestration 55 barrels of oll 1 acre can store 34 32 organic acres can 5 WhatYou Can Do
. Competitive yields with lower input costs (1 ton CO2 = 2.33 Barrels equivalent of CO2 barrels of oil equiv. offset the CO2 for a |

. . | . of Oil Equivalents (Cboe)) emitted per person (1.7/yr for 20 years)  person for 20 years * Go organic

* Higher per farm income: 2.5x more likely +  Buy local and seasonal

to earn $40k - $100k than conventional Food Miles 1,494 miles 56 miles (local food) . Eat less meat

farmers Profitability and ROl 5% RO 15% RO * Join a CSA
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